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The HSL is a thriving Dutch school with an international 
dimension. We offer an excellent educational program with a 
combined Dutch and international curriculum.

We aim to inspire children to develop their love of learning, 
encouraging the pursuit of individual merit and intellectual curiosity 
based on our core values of Openness, Respect and Passion. These 
values are reflected in both our academic and extra-curricular 
programmes. Our mission is to bring out the best in all of our 
students, knowing that they enjoy coming to school, feel safe and 
at home with us.

Focus on your child
We encourage our children in their individual learning in four 
different ways: academically, socially, emotionally and physically. By 
enriching lives and extending horizons this way, we aim to ensure 
that each child is well prepared for an active and responsible role 
in an increasingly international world. We do our utmost to make 
time at school enjoyable for the children, whatever they are doing. 

Global Perspective
We greatly value the global aspects of our educational program. HSL 
offers children regular opportunities to discover new perspective 
on the world, allowing them to appreciate the similarities and 
differences between people, countries and cultures. 

Our mission and vision

“We really do want to be an excellent, 
contemporary school. Not just in words, rather 
in making sure that everything we do offers our 
students the best possible education. We want to 
achieve the highest results, in core subjects and 
equally the others. Our real reward is to recognise 
and celebrate the unique gifts of our students and 
enjoy seeing them reach their full potential.”

Nelleke Deelen-Geuze, 
HSL principal:



Language, identity and a sense of 
home
The international aspect of our 
curriculum is crucial to our students 
as it is a daily reality for them. At the 
same time we set high standards with 
regards to Dutch language proficiency. 
We recognize that our children are not 
growing up immersed in a rich and 
varied Dutch language environment, 
so we take special care to stimulate 
their own language development. 
This also helps children to maintain 
important bonds with and connection 
to the Netherlands and the Dutch 
culture. To us, language is more than 
a communication tool; it also provides 
meaningful identity, roots and a sense 
of home to compliment the children’s 
international experience of daily life in 
Singapore.

Speech, reading and writing
Our language program is composed 
of reading, listening, speaking, writing, 
grammar, spelling and language 
comprehension. In addition we do 
extensive work on comprehensive 
reading and study skills. Starting in 
group 3, we assess each student’s 
reading level with standardized tests. 
 
Library as a reading and discovery 
paradise
Our richly filled library allows children 
to select books from hundreds of titles 
in Dutch and English; from children’s 
picture books to youth literature and 
information books. Each year a Dutch 
author visits the HSL giving stimulating 
workshops that encourage the children 
to read, to reflect on literature and to 
develop their own writing skills. 

Dutch language
All children are taught the Dutch language using the same innovative educational 
resources and approach as those of the best schools in the Netherlands. 
Naturally, this includes e-learning. We also remain current with noteworthy 
educational developments and progressive methods of teaching. 
Our educational program meets the core objectives of the Dutch Ministry 
of Education, Culture and Sciences (‘Ministerie van Onderwijs, Cultuur en 
Wetenschap’, or OCW). This allows students to transfer seamlessly to schools 
in the Netherlands and Belgium, including their transition to secondary school 
after our group 8.

Main objectives
The English Curriculum has three main objectives: 
1. Young children are able to communicate just as easily in English as 
 in Dutch, in school and in their daily lives.
2. Children are able to readily transfer to an international school as  
 bilingual students.
3. Students are able to make a seamless transition to a bilingual or  
 international school in the Netherlands or Belgium. 

Speaking, listening, reading and writing
The frequency of English lessons increases from group 1 to group 8. In 
the lower grades the focus is on matching letters to sounds, speaking 
and listening and later this includes writing. We use the popular Oxford 
Reading Tree program for this purpose. Each student’s progress is 
carefully monitored using the Interactive Computerized Assessment 
System (InCAS). 

Good results
Our students score highly in entrance exams and assessments tests for 
continuing education.

English
The English language curriculum runs concurrent to the Dutch 
language program and aims to teach children English as a first 
language (mainstream). Our students enjoy daily English classes. 
Additionally we stimulate English language development in other 
classes: we apply Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) 
in music, sports and in the International Primary Curriculum (IPC).



Fascinating, active and meaningful
IPC brings the process of learning to a higher level without 
compromising the enjoyment of learning. Teachers are able 
to make their classes fascinating, active and meaningful 
with IPC. Additionally, IPC helps children to make important 
connections between what is learnt and its application in 
national and international contexts. Currently, IPC is being 
used at schools in over 65 countries. In the lower grade levels 
we use IPC in Dutch, in the higher grades we apply CLIL. 
This way language and communication skills are stimulated 
in a range of subject areas. By this time, the language of 
instruction is approximately 50% in English.

Knowledge, skills, insight and development
The children work on these IPC objectives for 
four to six hours per week:
•	 Knowledge:	appropriate	for	core	objectives	and	
 sub-objectives, as dictated by the Dutch Ministry of OCW.
•		Skills:	early,	developing	and	mastering.
•		 Insight:	level	based	on	individual	progress	meetings.
•		Personal	development:	research,	flexibility,	ethics,			
 communication, care, cooperation, respect and   
 adaptability. 

Accreditation
In 2010 we received IPC accreditation at mastering level; HSL 
was the third of around 1400 international schools. Every 
year, our teachers are given fresh IPC training. The Dutch 
Education Inspectorate has concluded that IPC reinforces 
the goals and objectives of the Dutch National Curriculum. 

This is an integral, thematic and creative primary school curriculum for children aged four to twelve years old. The 
children gain an international perspective while learning to work together, to investigate, to make connections and 
to find solutions. The students work with engaging themes from various global orientation subjects, like geography, 
history and nature.  

International Primary Curriculum

On Deepavali we go to Little India at night to look at all the decorations 
and lights. There are many people out in the street celebrating the festival 
of lights. You can also see a big peacock, he is all illuminated. It is India’s 
national bird.  

“
”



Continuous improvements
The educational resources and ap-
proach we use are based on the most 
current programs, like functional 
mathematics and Singapore Math. 
Our curriculum is flexible to adjust-
ment and improvement in close con-
sultation with other international 
schools. This approach allows stu-
dents to be confident in math in an 
international school environment and 
engenders strong results. 
 
Individual approach
We alternate teacher oriented class 
time with independent work. This 

gives students, especially those who 
may require extra time, valuable sup-
port. Teachers are also able to chal-
lenge more advanced students with 
new, vitalizing opportunities for learn-
ing.

Learning styles and learning forms
In math, as in all subjects we recognise 
that children have and benefit from 
different learning styles. Based on in-
dividual knowledge and skills these 
are: independent working, working 
together, calculating with self-cor-
recting materials and e-learning.  

Mathematics
A lot of time and energy is applied to developing the mathematic skills of 
our students. The main objective is to expand the children’s mathematical 
knowledge as a key life skill. We make mathematics fun and challenging while 
ensuring that our students reach their highest potential. 

Art and culture
In our art and culture classes we work on expressive, active, receptive 
and reflective levels covering disciplines including drawing, painting, 
sculpture and photography. It’s all about doing, making, experimenting, 
observing, feeling, reflecting, experiencing, judging, searching, 
discovering, sharing and discussing. 

Our Art Room contains a plentiful range of resources, carefully chosen 
to stimulate and develop children’s creativity. The students explore and 
gain skills in a variety of different art forms as we teach them to look 
beyond the first glance, to really feel and discuss art. Our classes aim to 
increase the children’s familiarity with art as we extend the boundaries 
of their experience. Our art and culture lessons comply with the core 
objectives of the Dutch Ministry of OCW.

Chinese New Year 
We have a Lion Dance at school and they also come to our 
street. Then he will take the lettuce leaves that are hanging 
on the ceiling and peel a mandarin and put it in a sort of 
Chinese sign that brings good fortune. They can also dance 
on stilts, that is really good.

Music
Music enriches life and is an important means of expression, creativity 
and relaxation. What is sound? What is music? What are rhythm, beat 
and tempo? How can you use music to express yourself? Our classes 
consist of listening, singing, instrument playing, performing, composing, 
improvising and music technology. Children can discover their favorite 
musical instrument from a large number of percussion, wind and string 
instruments. They learn a broad repertoire of national and international 
music, contemporary and traditional. This includes related dances, from 
traditional folk dancing to rap. 

“
”



Sports
Children gain so much from sports and movement; not only are these activities vital for 
physical and social development but research shows they have a positive influence on 
children’s brain function. 

Our popular program brings the children into contact with a large number of sports and 
movement forms. The HSL has a large, well equipped and air-conditioned gymnasium so all 
grade levels can enjoy a Physical Education class in our gym twice a week. 

The large artificial outdoor turf field hosts many sports and extracurricular activities and is 
intensively used by the children at recess. There is also a purpose-built track course around 
the field. 

Motor skills, coordination, technique and games
PE lessons are taught by two specialist teachers who focus on coordination, technique, motor 
and game skills. Our PE program is a key part of our aim to promote the benefits of a healthy 
lifestyle. In consultation with various coordinators, IPC and SCL are also incorporated into PE 
lessons. We carefully monitor our students’ athletic progress. 

Information- and communication 
technology

Our information- and communication technology (ICT) program 
encourages students to manage, discover and create while using 
the computer and other digital media. This benefits our academic 
curriculum and helps prepare our students for secondary education

The ICT program meets related IPC and national Dutch primary school 
curriculum core objectives.

Coordination and differentiation
The integrated use of ICT helps us to respond to the children’s various 
learning styles and levels of progress. In addition we are able to 
differentiate by motivational and social learning processes. The result 
is that children learn more and enjoy learning better. 

Achieve more with smart ICT
We apply ICT in:
•	 Processing	content	with	multiple	intelligences:	we	work	with		 	
 the development of the eight different intelligences with specific  
 reference to individual learning styles. Content is delivered through  
 Digital SMART boards, Apple iLife, Open Source software and the  
 Electronic Learning Environment 
•		The	Digital	Learning	Line:	the	Digital	Learning	Line	helps	us	adjust		
 the learning level and the work pace of individual children. This way  
 we can monitor and support the development of each child. 
•		The	Electronic	Learning	Environment:	in	our	ELE	the	children	do		
 research, communicate and play in a safe environment. Students  
 can also access their digital student folder.

Hollandse Club
I always take my swimming lessons there with many of my friends 
from school, but not now because I have my A, B and C diploma. 
Now I have tennis lessons there, again with my friends. At the club 
you always meet children from school. We can play together there.

“
”



I often go to a food court to eat. You can watch how 
they fry Roti Pratas. Choosing food from the sushi belt 
is also delicious. I like almost all the foreign food.“

”

Structural Cooperative Learning

Social roles and active teamwork
In ‘home teams’ of four students, each 
student undertakes a role that rotates 
weekly: team chief, timekeeper, voice 
chief and materials chief. All students 
participate equally and everyone is 
just as responsible for the result of 
their assignment. The students discuss 
the task, listen to each other, argue 
their case, share explanations and 

information, check on and support each 
other. With SCL we create a climate 
where students learn to appreciate, trust 
and help. The children also get to know 
each other much better this way. 

At HSL we have been working successfully with Structural Cooperative Learning 
(SCL) for seven years. SCL is an inviting, interactive and effective teaching approach, 
where students of different aptitude levels work together to achieve the lesson’s 
objective. Children learn crucial social skills by working as a team, including the role 
of friendship and appreciation of the gifts of others.  



Sentosa
On Sentosa you swim in a pretty big sea and you will see huge 
container boats. I like the Luge; you glide off the mountain in 
a sort of cart and you can play on the beach!

“
”

EA Learning
We offer English classes to practice writing skills or extend vocabulary. 
In addition we provide homework support specific to children’s personal 
learning objectives. Other activities include: chess (in English) and creating 
with Lego. 
 
EA Expression
Children can choose to play or perform, hone their skills and explore 
expressive activities, like making music in a band, singing in a choir or acting. 
Art lessons are provided by a well-known Dutch artist from Singapore. 
 
EA-Sports
Through our flourishing NSA sports program we connect to other 
international schools. Students are introduced to different sports and are 
able to improve their athletic abilities in a competitive setting. The HSL is 
part of the Athletic Conference of Singapore International Schools (ACSIS). 
There are several competitive sports on offer: soccer, swimming, biathlon, 
hockey, basketball and track & field.

Extracurricular activities 
From Monday through Thursday we offer an excellent variety of 
extracurricular activities (EA) for all our students. These activities take 
place in the school gym, on the turf fields of our Swiss neighbors, in the 
music room, in the art room or in regular classrooms. For activities like 
hockey, soccer and athletics the children travel, under appropriate adult 
supervision, to made-for-purpose venues off the school premises. All 
extracurricular activities are run by accredited specialist teachers and 
sports coaches.



Assembly
By meeting each other and engaging with 
one another, we strengthen our community. 
Our weekly Assembly allows time to share 
news from our children, parents and teachers. 

We learn from each other, we share the 
things that are going well or not so well, and 
present the achievements of various groups. 
The Assembly is also the place where new 
students are introduced, and where birthdays 
and national and international festivities are 
celebrated.

Learning Support Center

Action based and results oriented 
working
Our school is committed to helping 
student’s achieve the highest results they 
can. So at HSL we offer an educational 
program befitting the principles of action 
based working. This means that, based 
on group plans, our educational program 
is flexible to our students’ educational 
needs, carefully coordinated to serve 
the best interests of the child, teacher, 
parents, class and learning environment.

We work steadily and with realistic, 
definable goals to maximize the 
achievements of our students through 
results oriented working. We set clear 
objectives and monitor learning results 

related to cognitive, social and emotional 
and motor skills development. We regularly 
consult with students and parents to gauge 
satisfaction as well as offering advice and 
guidance on secondary education. 

Extra challenge or extra support
At HSL we work with a proven system 
of signaling, diagnosis and remediation. 
This allows us to offer an appropriately 
challenging educational program for 
all students specific to their individual 
progress. In class this means that students 
who have mastered the subject at hand 
are offered additional challenges. At the 
same time, extra support is available for 
those students who may need it.

The Special Educational Needs coordinator (or SEN coordinator) manages the school’s 
Learning Support Center (LSC). She monitors the children’s progress and the ongoing 
quality of the curriculum in consultation with teachers and management. The SEN 
coordinator is the main contact for support questions from teachers and parents and 
manages all additional learning support as required. The Learning Support Center 
also employs remedial teachers and a speech therapist. 

The LSC partners with parents in order to achieve the best possible development 
results for their child. In addition, we work closely with educational experts from 
Singapore, the Netherlands and Belgium.

When I go to school I often see monkeys on the fence or on 
the school’s roof. I’m glad they don’t come into the school 
often, but my friend had a monkey in his locker!“

”
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Kitchen
Students enjoy learning to cook in our well-equipped kitchen in small teams. Cooking lessons 
are well connected to the school’s educational IPC theme and provide useful preparation for 
special occasions like the school’s Christmas dinner. Students use the Art Room to design 
colorful menus for such anticipated events. 

School bus
Most of our children commute to school by bus; being picked 
up and dropped off at home each day. This safe transport 
option is provided by an external organization. 

Lunch
All children bring their lunches to school in a lunch box. The children eat lunch together at 
school.

Please scan the QR code for an overview of our various bus zones.

Holidays
The HSL is a unique community where we celebrate Dutch and Belgian holidays to forge a 
meaningful sense of home. In addition, we also commemorate local religious occasions in 
Singapore. At Chinese New Year, for instance, we are visited by the ‘lion dance’: traditionally, 
this chases the evil spirits out of the school and brings good fortune. We also celebrate Hari 
Raja, the Hindu Festival of Lights and commemorate the Ramadan of the Muslim community. 
Celebrating these holidays gives each student a sense of belonging to the Netherlands or 
Belgium as well strengthening connections to our beautiful host country Singapore.  



65 Bukit Tinggi Road, Singapore 289757
Tel: +65 6466 0662  Fax: +65 6467 7582
www.hollandseschool.org


